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Federal Provincial and Territorial 
Radiation Protection Committee

The Federal Provincial Territorial Radiation 
Protection Committee (FPTRPC) was created to 
advance the development and harmonization of 
practices and standards for radiation protection 

within federal, provincial and territorial 
jurisdictions, and to communicate these to 

Canadians. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The FPTRPC meets every year to enable regulatory radiation protection professionals from across Canada to share information, discuss challenges and recommend courses of action. 

Example 1: All regulators have an interest in the NDR as a repository of dose information. It is useful to have discussions on the NDR.

Example 2: Emergency preparedness and response is another area in which all regulators have a shared interest.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The FPTRPC includes one member from the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC), Health Canada’s Radiation Protection Bureau, Health Canada’s Consumer and Clinical Radiation Protection Bureau, the Department of National Defence, and at least one member from each province and territory.




2016 FPTRPC Meetings

October 18 to 21, 2016 in Ottawa
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The FPTRPC meets annually in Ottawa. Health Canada and CNSC take turns hosting. 
The 2016 annual meeting was hosting by CNSC. 
Topics of presentations included diverse topics including emergency preparedness, research projects, regulatory modernization, etc.
In addition to annual meetings, there is an FPTRPC mid-year teleconference that takes place.




Challenges and Opportunities

• Many new members
• Working groups
• Website
• New applications
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
New members: 
About 10 years ago, the membership was quite stable. Over time, many members with a lot of experience with the FPTRPC and radiation protection have retired. There has also been quite a bit of turnover with members coming and going. 

Working groups:
Many active working group members have retired. Some working groups have not been active. There has been less of a need for some working groups. I’ll discuss more about FPTRPC working groups in later slides.

Website:
The FPTRPC website is hosted by Health Canada. Therefore, it is subject to the same limitations as the Federal Government. We have had to prioritize the information that is posted and are working towards updating the website.

New Applications:
New technologies and applications and the general increase in use of radiation is another shared challenge.



Working Groups

• Business Plan and Communications Working 
Group

• Canadian Naturally Occurring Radioactivity 
Material Working Group

• Electromagnetic Fields Working Group
• Radiation Dosimetry Working Group
• Radiation Protection in Healthcare Working 

Group 
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Current Priorities

• Naturally Occurring Radioactive Material 
(NORM) (5)

• X-ray equipment (4)
• Handheld x-ray equipment (4)
• Lasers (4)
• Regulatory framework (3)
• Knowledge gaps (3)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Roundtable discussion of “what keeps you up at night”



• Applications for landfill 
permits

• Long-term implications of 
NORM disposal

• Need for guidance
• Radon is always a concern 

for non-uranium mining and 
exploration activities
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NORM

Photo from TGE Resources, Inc.



• Supplier and ownership control
• Unregistered use of equipment by chiropractors 
• Patients want to know their doses
• Fluoroscopy in operating rooms and emergency 

rooms without radiation safety training
• Use in law enforcement
• Regular doses over 5 mSv has 

been observed in veterinary 
hospitals

Photo Diagnostic Imaging Systems, Inc.
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X-Ray Equipment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
People are reselling used machines and there is no way to monitor who is buying them. Border control is also an issue – equipment that is not allowed can cross the border.

The unregistered use of equipment by chiropractors was discussed. This includes fluoroscopy.

It was suggested to start a patient dose registry. Work has been done for specific groups of patients and facilities. Patients want to know their doses. It was clarified that doses are not actual patient doses. Modeling is needed to determine patient dose. 


Law enforcement officials are using equipment without valid certification.  This impacts the ability to do enforcement, so it is a delicate issue.



• Some jurisdictions are getting weekly calls 
requesting to use handheld equipment

• Circumstances may warrant handheld 
equipment
– dental surgeons working in hospitals
– remote areas
– confined areas

• Radiation Emitting Devices Regulations to 
allow handheld equipment
– Safety Code (SC) 30 to be revised
– Need for guidance before SC 30 is updated
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Handheld X-Ray Equipment

Photo from Inline Systems Pty Limited

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Richard Smith of CCRPB gave presentation on radiation safety evaluation of hand-held dental x-ray devices.
Facilities may want to replace equipment with this option because it is cheaper and can be used for multiple rooms.
Some jurisdictions are getting weekly calls requesting to use handheld equipment. 
There are some situations (dental surgeons working in hospital settings, remote areas, etc.) where there is no choice but to use handheld equipment because there is not enough room to bring in a mobile unit.
CCRPB’s work plan for this year includes revision of SC 30 and to form a working group. FPTRPC will receive an invitation to participate in this working group. There is a need for quicker guidance since this safety code could take two years. Richard Smith was nominated to lead the work. 25-30 groups were identified including provincial and federal groups.
It was identified that the safety code would come after the update of the Radiation Emitting Devices Regulations to allow handheld equipment.
It was suggested that a one-pager from the FPTRPC could serve as guidance to provinces and territories which could later be absorbed into the safety code. 




• Unregulated use of high powered lasers
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Lasers

Image from BeamQ laser



• Regulations have been repealed or dated in 
some provinces/territories

• Basic safety standards?
• CNSC’s REGDOC-2.7.1 and 2.7.2

– Regulatory approach for radiation protection and 
dosimetry
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Regulatory Framework



• Training
• Succession planning
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Knowledge Gaps

Photo from LANDAUER Inc.



Ongoing Working Group Activities

• Canadian NORM guidelines should be re-opened 
with broader stakeholder consultation 

• Transportation guidelines for NORM are almost 
complete and should be finalized 

• NORM waste disposal issue needs to be 
addressed

• Multibadging document to be finalized
• Tanning equipment guidelines 
• Updating the website
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Next Meeting

• Hosted by Health Canada
• Ottawa, Ontario
• October 24-27
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Given that many members are either new or have only been on the Committee for a few years, each organization will give a presentation to discuss how their organization functions.



Thank you!

For more information visit the website:
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ewh-semt/radiation/fpt-
radprotect/index-eng.php

Alan DuSautoy
alan.dusautoy@canada.ca
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